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7 NOHARM WILL COME TO YOUR VILLAGE, SRSy —\
{  FOR YOU ARE UNDER THE WATCHFUL EYES ) LR
OF THE KNIGHTS OF GELDIA. —




M ON MY WAY TO GREATNESS. | TIRE OF LIVING
IN MY BROTHER'S RIGHTEOUS SHADOM...

FINALLY | CAN CONDUCT MY RESEARCH THE RIGHT WAY:
WITH THE BLESSING AND RESOURCES OF THE ROYAL COURT!

.'I




- WELCOME WILL, THESE ARE MY COMRADES, -
\__ WILSON AND ORBECK. WILSON, ORBECK, THIS IS MY BROTHER. _/Z

LET'S HEAD BACK TO THE THRONE ROOM! <
UH, WAIT...WHICH ROOM ARE WE. IN RIGHT NOW? /" THEYRE BOTH WRONG
AND HAVE. A TERRBLE SENSE
OF DIRECTION, FOLLOW ME.

WERE NOT IN A ROOM,
THESE ARE THE FRONT GATES!
IT'S THROUGH THE SOUTH
HALL YOU MORON!




YOUR EXCELLENCY,
| PRESENT BEFORE YOU THE BRILLIANT
MIND OF SIR WILLIAM BRADDOCK.

| SUPPOSE YOURE AWARE OF

YOUR REASON FOR JOINNG MY COURT?

MY COURT... THE MOST PRVILEGED IN THE KINGDOM, TO SPEAK OF IT
IS TO HOLD THE WORD OF THE GODS ON THY LIPS,

YOU KNOW DO YOU NOT?

DONE WELL TO ASCRIBE THE TRUE NATURE OF

. YOUR BROTHER'S PLACE IN MY GRACES?

| FEAR | DO NOT

YES, AND FOR THAT | AM ETERNALLY GRATEFUL., HAVE YM;::I(A:"\LIETH WORDS,

TO BE YOUR PRIME ARTIFICER, FOR THE BENEFIT OF
THE KINGDOM AND IT'S PEOPL--

‘I’OLI ARE TO BE NOT JUST OF THE ARTIFICER'S ILK...
YOU WILL FORGE THE ENGINE OF DESTRUCTION,

N A GREAT WEAPON TO PRY THE LAND FROM THE FELLOW™

__ KINGDOMS WHICH ‘SURROUND US.

" AND SHOULD YOU DISAGREE. IN THIS PURPOSE, .
IT IS YOUR HEAD, WILLIAM. | 4




ILL? WHAT IS IT DEAR?
'RE NOT YOURSELF...

[T'S NOTHING... JUST, A LITTLE DIFFERENT THAN ID IMAGINED.
THE KING'S PATRONAGE IS A RATHER IMPOSING ONE..,

YOULL DO WELL ENOUGH.
YOU ALWAYS DO AND YOU'VE MADE
[T THIS FAR.




| NEEDED TIME ALONE TO CLEAR MY HEAD.
| NEEDED TO IMMERSE MYSELF IN NATURE, FIND
SOMETHING THAT STILL MADE SENSE TO ME...

| THOUGHT THAT SCIENCE WOULD PROVIDE THAT COMFORT...
| THE COMFORT OF KNOWING SOMETHING ABOUT THE UNIVERSE.

THAT DAY | DISCOVERED THAT THE UNKNOWN HAD FOUND ME.




A MARSH....WOT DO YOU
CALL IT#!

AS YOU CAN SEE, PER MY VARIOUS
EXPERIMENTS ON WHAT I'VE DUBRED
_ “THE MARSHMELLOW TREE" &

THIS TREE HAS STRANGE, SQUISHY GROWTHS
| CALL THE MARSH OF MALLOW...
OR THE UH, MARSHALL? :
{ MNOT SURE ON THE NAME RIGHT NOW, BUT THE MPORTANT THING
A\ IS THESE FLUFFY WHITE THINGS CONTAIN REGENERATIVE PROPERTIES!
' THIS IS AN UNHEARD MEDICINE!

[M CONCERNED WITH THE WAR MACHINE YOU ARE TO
DELIVER, THAT IS WHAT YOUR TASK [S!

[
IF YOU DO NOT DELIVER MY WAR MACHINE, ’
YOUR RROTHER WILL DELIVER YOUR HEAD®




THE PEOPLE IN THIS KINGDOM
A\, CAN FOLLOW SOMEONE SO STUBBORN--
N

v L HEY WATCH YOUR MOUTH SCIENCE MAN
0 S THE KING DOESN'T TAKE KINDLY TO TRAITORS!
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\ | JUST DON'T UNDERSTAND HOW N N V] [y [y /(A
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o~y OKAY UM, EXCUSE. ME. SHUT YER TRAP.
THAT'S PRECISELY THE PROBLEM, NO REALLY, YOU COULD GET US

[M JUST TRYING TO HELP HIM, REPORTED IN A PLACE LIKE THIS.
HELP THE KINGDOM. WE DON'T NEED TO BE AT

WAR WITH OTHER KINGDOMS, YOU CAN BE A TRAITOR, THAT'S FINE.
WE HAVE ENOUGH HERE. BUT NOT ME!

| HAVE HONOR, AND | LIKE BEING ALIVE.

ASH, HOW CAN YOU FOLLOW HIS EVERY WORD?
DOESNT IT BOTHER YOU HOW...ABSOLUTIST HE 157
WOULD YOU REALLY BRING HIM MY HEAD?

AYE, | WOULD NOT. -
Y HOWEVER, | KNOW YOUD NEVER BETRAY HIM. o
I HOPE YOU CAN FIND SOME 2

COMFORT IN THAT, MY BROTHER.




FOR MONTHS [ CONTINUED BUILDING THE. INFERNAL
MACHINE AS ORDERED BY THE KING, BUT IN MY
SPARE TIME, AS FEW AS THOSE MOMENTS WERE... |

| P |
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| SAW FIT TO BUSY MYSELF WITH RESEARCH ;

AND EXPERIMENTS REGARDING THE MARSHMALLOW TREE, [
THE MORE. TIME. | DEVOTED TO T,

THE MORE. A NEW WORLD OF POSSIRLITIES OPENED UP.

| SHOULD HAVE LEFT WELL ENOUGH ALONE.

N
|
. | :




THERE [T [S, THE ENEMY,
THE KING SAID TO DESTROY CRUMBLETON
AND TAKE NO PRISONERS.

THIS CAN NOT BE THE ENEMY...
IT'S JUST A VILLAGE!




THIS IS A PEACEFUL VILLAGE. N
( | DONT UNDERSTAND... THERE ARE. NO MONSTERS,
THE ENEMY IS NOT HERE.
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gy’ WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THIS?!
L KB HAVE YOU LOST YOUR MIND, ASH?!

YOU LIED TO ME!
YOU KILLED INNOCENT PEOPLE!

THROW HIM IN THE DUNGEON,
HE [S NO LONGER USEFUL TO ME.




TS NOT ALL BAD. | MEAN, WE'VE STILL
GOT WILL TO HANG OUT WITH.

«OKAY, [T'S PRETTY BAD.

g WHATEVER, WE GOTTA... N\
WE GOTTA GET ASH OUT OF THERE.

7 - Mh‘"-:jfiﬁ; _. =3 \ \ %) g
LISTEN, AY WANNA GET YERSELVES THROWN NS (" ORBECK AT LEAST FINSH YOUR
IN WITH ASH, FINE BY ME. BUT DONTLOOK ) A\ DRINK AND SEE US OFF PROPERLY! ,
_ TOME TO SPRING YOU DIOTS OUTY A~ ; =

TIME TO GO RESCUE ASH,
COME ALONG ORBECK!




HOW ARE YOU DOING THIS?!
WHY AM | HERE?!

M SO GLAD YOU
| HAD NO CHOICE!

| USED A NEW ANIMATION
CONTROL SERUM ON YOU.
[T'S DERIVED FROM THE
MARSH OF MALL OW.

WILL TALKED US INTO

" GETTING YOU OUT OF HERE!
. YOURE NOT SUPPOSED _
THERES ASH! Y o TORE INHERE,

[TLL BE WORTH IT TOMORROW ORBECK
WHEN WE'RE FAR AWAY FROM HERE AND )
YOURE BACK UNDER YOUR OWN CONTROL _« 4

ITLL BE WORTH IT WHEN |
SMACK YOU IN THE HEAD!
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7~ M SURE YOU KNOW THAT YOU WILL BE
PUNISHED FOR FREEING YOUR BROTHER.
\ ASH IS ONE OF THE MOST DANGEROUS MEN IN
O\ THE KINGDOM AND NOW HE'S ESCAPED! .4

YOUR INSOLENCE WARRANTS
THE DEATH PENALTY.
HOWEVER, WE CAN'T DO AWAY
WITH SUCH A BRILLIANT MIND...

IT 15 ALREADY DONE.
[ RETURN TO YOUR WORKSHOP. YOU ARE
'\ NOT PERMITTED TO LEAVE UNTIL

THE WEAPON IS FINISHED.

YOU CAN'TH




WITH THIS CONSTRUCT
BORN OF MY INFERNAL MIND,
THE WORLD WILL NOW i | WILL ERASE ALL OF THESE PETTY WARS...
WELCOME MY DESOLATOR ENGINE.... —
THE DRINKER OF MY DESPAIR! |
N\ THE HOLE IN MY HEART MADE REAL, MADE PHYSICAL, 4
[ THE UNRAVELER OF REALITY'S THREAD. :

ALL S BLACKNESS NOW...
[ MAKE THIS PROMISE TO MY FAMILY, NOW LONG GONE...
[ PROMISE TO BRING MY WORK AND THIS WORLD TO
A RIGHTEOUS END,




WHAT DID YOU DO WITH WILLI?

ANSWER FOR YOUR CRIMES!







WLSON YOU COWARD GET NS/
BACK HERE AND CARRY ME! /A NEF /70

AHHHGRBLEAGRGAMAGLEBBLLLIL T - 4

CARRY YOURSELF IM NOT
GETTING MY TIN CAN BURNT OFF!




THE BATTLE FOR THE FATE OF THE WORLD TOOK PLACE THAT NIGHT...

.~AND EVEN THOUGH WE LOST OUR CHAMPION...




TO BE CONTINUED...




